
DECEMBER 29, 2019  
SIXTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

ԴԵԿՏԵՄԲԵՐ 29, 2019 

ՀԻՍՆԱԿԻ ՎԵՑԵՐՈՐԴ ԿԻՐԱԿԻ 

FR. MESROB HOVSEPYAN, PASTOR MORNING SERVICE: 

DIVINE LITURGY: 

YEAR OF THE FAMILY 
2019  

9:45 A.M. 

10:15 A.M. 

PC MEMBERS ON DUTY: 

Armen Arsenyan, Noone Janjigian, 
Nectar Munro 

Hebrews 7:11-25 
Luke 19:12-28 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

WELCOME TO 

ST. GREGORY  
THE ENLIGHTENER   

ARMENIAN CHURCH 
êàôð´ ¶ðÆ¶àð Èàôê²ôàðÆâ 

ÞÝáñÑ³õáñ Üáñ î³ñÇ »õ êáõñµ ÌÝáõÝ¹ 
Happy New Year &  
Merry Christmas! 
Dear Parishioners, 

In the coming year, may God bestow 
His blessings on you, shine the light of 

His love unto your homes and grant 
health and happiness to you and your 

loved ones.  
May the joyous announcement of 

Christ’s birth resound in our hearts 
throughout the coming year! 
Peace and love upon all of us  

throughout the  
New Year.  



ÐÇÝ Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ²Ù³Ýáñ 
New Year Traditions: Armenian New Year 

The ancient Armenians had been celebrating the coming of the New Year 
on the 21st of March. That date is not only the first day of the spring, but 
also the birthday of the mythical god Vahagn, in whom believed the pa-
gan Armenians about 10 thousand years ago. On this day the Armenians 
prepared huge feasts to welcome and celebrate the zenith of the nature. 
Presently all Christian churches celebrate the New Year on January 1st. 
The word “January” means “birth”. Before Christ’s coming to the world 
mankind was the captive of hell and constrained by eternal death. Being 
born in January Christ destroyed the hell, saved the mankind from eter-
nal death and leads to the Kingdom of Heaven. That’s why January be-
came the months’ beginning.  January 1st is the first day of the first month 
of the year of birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. On January 1st a Divine Litur-
gy is celebrated in all churches. According to the folk tradition on Janu-
ary 1st people decorate the New Year tree symbolizing the Tree of Life of 
Eden.    
During the 18th Century, January 1st was accepted as a beginning of the 
New Year. In spite of this change, Armenians in many regions of the 
country, like Suni, Artzah and Udik, continued to celebrate New Year on 
Navasard. Gradually at the end of the 20th century all Armenians adopted 
the 1st of January as the official first day of the New Year. 
In Armenia it was a custom that on New Year's Eve, children gathered in-
groups and went around their village, singing songs and greeting the 
New Year by singing to their neighbors. They usually received lots of 
fruits as present.  
Within the family, it was a custom for the family members to exchange 
presents. Children in the family would go to their father, who had the 
presents hidden in his coat, and after kissing their father's hand every-
one would receive their present. 
Parts of the traditional New Year's meal like various dried fruits, raisins, 
different kinds of nuts would have been previously prepared. The most 
important among the pastries was the Darin, which was representing the 
New Year. Darin is a big flat bread, which has a coin hidden in it. The 
person who found the piece with the coin in it was considered the 'lucky' 
member of the family for the New Year. But the most remarkable meal is 
the dolma, which is prepared with rice and grape leaves. 
And there was no New Year celebrated without Kata (nazuk), which is 
made of wheat flour, butter, milk and sugar, as well as the Anush Abur 
which is a sweet soup made of wheat, kernels and dried fruits. 

Eve of the Fast of Holy Nativity and Theophany of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ (Fast of Christmas) 

Eve of the Fast of Christmas is always celebrated on December 29, that is 
- 7 days before the Feast of Holy Nativity and Theophany of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ (Christmas) and is ended on January 5, the eve of the feast. 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
The reading is from the Second Letter of Paul to  
Hebrews (7:11-25) 
Now if perfection had been attainable through the levitical 
priesthood—for the people received the law under this 
priesthood—what further need would there have been to 
speak of another priest arising according to the order of 
Melchizedek, rather than one according to the order of Aa-
ron? For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is 
necessarily a change in the law as well. Now the one of 
whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, 
from which no one has ever served at the altar. For it is evi-
dent that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in con-
nection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. It is 
even more obvious when another priest arises, resembling 
Melchizedek, one who has become a priest, not through a 
legal requirement concerning physical descent, but through 
the power of an indestructible life. 
For it is attested of him, “You are a priest forever, 
according to the order of Melchizedek.”  
There is, on the one hand, the abrogation of an earlier com-
mandment because it was weak and ineffectual (for the law 
made nothing perfect); there is, on the other hand, the intro-
duction of a better hope, through which we approach God. 
This was confirmed with an oath; for others who became 
priests took their office without an oath, but this one be-
came a priest with an oath, because of the one who said to 
him, 
“The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a 
priest forever” accordingly Jesus has also become the gua-
rantee of a better covenant.  
Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, be-
cause they were prevented by death from continuing in of-
fice; but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues forever. Consequently he is able for all time to 
save those who approach God through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for them. 
 



CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
We extend our heartfelt appreciation to 
Joice Papazian for making a donation to-
wards the purchase of the Christmas poin-
settias in memory of Mike Pisani.   

Pomegranates’ Donation 
We extend our heartfelt appreciation to Gary and Ani 
Khachian, Robert and Lauren Kayaian, Chris and 
Adriane Keleshian Bonfiglio and other parishioners 
for donating funds to defray the cost of the pomegra-
nates for today’s service.  

“And through this blessed fruit we shall receive in our spirit the intelligi-
ble grace of Your blessings our Lord.” (excerpt from the prayer). 





PRAYER REQUESTS 
Today, please take a moment to remember in 

your prayers  
Arshaluys Kaleli, Girair Poladian, 

Gloria Ohanian, Armen & Theodora Mirakian 
as well as all the sick and recovering members  

of our community. 
May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, 
and grant them good health & recovery. 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are 
suffering any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of 
prayer, and he will add them to his prayer list where they 
will be remembered before “the Holy and Immortal Lamb of 
God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for 
us. 



Continued on the next page. 

TODAY Divine Liturgy.  
Blessing of Pomegranates service to follow 

immediately the Liturgy. 

JANUARY 5, 
2020 

SUNDAY 

Morning Service - 10:00—11:00am 
THERE WILL BE NO DIVINE LITURGY  

IN THE MORNING. 
 

EVE OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY  
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST -  

J’RAKALOOYTZ  - 4:00-4:30 pm - Readings 
Divine Liturgy of Light - 4:30-5:45 pm  

JANUARY 6,  
MONDAY 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY 
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Matins -  9:45am  
Christmas Badarak & Blessing of Water Service 

10:15am 

JANUARY 12, 
SUNDAY 

FEAST OF NAMING OF OUR LORD  
JESUS CHRIST 

Divine Liturgy and Blessing of Water Service 
Christmas Brunch hosted by Women's Guild 

JANUARY 25, 
SATURDAY 

Youth Activity Night 
6:00-9:00 pm 

The flyer can be found inside. 

FEBRUARY 2, 
SUNDAY 

“Bread & Salt” videos presentation by the  
Sunday School Graduating class of 2020. 

FEBRUARY 1, 
SATURDAY 

Armenian Heritige Night 
6:00pm 

The flyer can be found inside. 

FEBRUARY 9, 
SUNDAY 

Cultural Committee Art Show. 
Details to follow. 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 



FEBRUARY 9, 
SUNDAY 

Cultural Committee Art Show. 
Details to follow. 

FEBRUARY 16, 
SUNDAY 

Lionel Galstaun Annual Memorial Concert. 
Details to follow. 

FEBRUARY 22, 
SATURDAY 

Family Fun Event by the Armenian School 
Details to follow. 

FEBRUARY 23, 
SUNDAY 

POON PAREKENTAN  
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

following immediately the Divine Liturgy 

APRIL 5,  
SUNDAY 

PALM SUNDAY 
 Annual ACYOA Day Luncheon.  

APRIL 12,  
SUNDAY 

Easter Sunday:  
Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of  

our Lord Jesus Christ 

PLEASE NOTE: This year, the Feast of the Nativity falls on a Monday, and 
the Eve of the Feast falls on a Sunday. Because of this occurrence, Divine 
Liturgy on Sunday, January 5th will be celebrated in the evening, with only 
Morning Service on Sunday morning. The canons of the Armenian 
Church forbid celebrating more than one Liturgy on the same altar in the 
same church, in the course of the same day. Armenian Church fathers 
provide this explanation: there is One Christ, who was crucified on the 
cross – the symbol of which is the holy altar. Also, the celebrant of the 
Liturgy represents on Christ, head of the Church.  


